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PRESS RELEASE
Eurogas welcomes EU’s Energy Efficiency Plan 2011
Eurogas generally welcomes the newly launched Energy Efficiency Plan 2011, which
offers a number of pragmatic business and market oriented approaches to
achieving higher levels of savings.
Eurogas wholeheartedly endorses the Commission’s emphasis on energy efficiency
in the transition to a resource efficient economy and a key to sustainable growth.
We appreciate especially the emphases in the Action Plan on energy efficiency in
buildings, which indeed offer the greatest savings potential, and on the efficient
generation of heat and electricity, for which gas is a fuel of choice. We also
appreciate the recognition of energy efficiency as a business sector, and of the need
to empower consumers by enhancing their awareness of energy use and energy
efficient solutions at M.S. level.
Eurogas welcomes the decision by the Commission not to propose binding efficiency
targets at this stage, although we are concerned that some of the obligatory
measures which could be contemplated would distort existing market mechanisms.
In particular, the upgrading of generation capacity, based on the BAT (best
available technology) principle, would risk imposing high costs and might phase out
existing low efficient fossil fuel fired peak or back up generation capacity which is
necessary to ensure security of supply. A cost efficient approach should be market
based, with a well balanced incentive scheme that preserves the free investment
choice of market operators. In general Member States should have the freedom to
decide how users can be best encouraged to reduce their energy consumption.
Eurogas members are already active in a range of national energy efficiency
schemes. In a competitive energy market, offering energy services is increasingly
viewed by suppliers as essential in their commercial strategy to win and retain
customers.
Many Eurogas members are involved in promoting gas-fired energy solutions for
more efficient energy use and as an Association, Eurogas engages in discussions on
the design of the necessary evolution to smart metering systems and smart gas
grids, with a focus on the functions they will offer to meet customers’ requirements.
Eurogas is committed to the realisation of a secure, sustainable and competitive
European Energy Market. In a wide range of applications, natural gas is a natural
choice for an efficient and economic solution in power and heat production,
manufacturing processes and domestic and industrial space heating. In addition,
gas also has significant potential as a vehicle fuel, particularly for fleet vehicles.
Eurogas is a Brussels based non-profit making organization and has the following members:
AFG - Association Française du Gaz (FR), BDEW - Bundesverband der Energie - und Wasserwirtschaft e.V. (DE), Bord Gáis Éireann (IE),
BOTAŞ *(TR), BP (UK), Bulgargaz *(BG), Centrica (UK), CPU - Czech Gas Union (CZ), DEPA (GR), Distrigas (BE), DONG Energy (DK), EDF Electricité de France (FR), Edison (IT), EGL AG (CH), Energie-Nederland (NL), Energigas Sverige (SE), ENI (IT), ENOVOS Luxembourg S.A. (LU),
E.ON Ruhrgas AG (DE), Febeg (BE), FGW - Fachverband der Gas- und Wärmeversorgungsunternehmungen (AT), Galp Gás Natural s.a. (PT),
Gas Natural Fenosa (ES), GasTerra (NL), Gasum (FI), GAZBIR* Natural Gas Distribution Companies Association of Turkey (TR), GDF SUEZ (FR),
Geoplin (SI), GERG - European Gas Research Group (EU), HMN Naturgas (DK), IZGAZ*(TR), Latvijas Gaze* (LV), Lietuvos Dujos * (LT),
Marcogaz (EU), MGE – Hungarian Gas Association (HU), Naftogaz of Ukraine* (UA), OMV Gas and Power GmbH (AT), PGNIG - Polish Oil and
Gas Company (PL), Romgaz*(RO), Russian Gas Society*(RU), RWE Supply & Trading GmbH (DE), SEDIGAS - Asociación Española del Gas
(ES), SHELL Energy Europe Ltd. (UK), South Hook Gas Ltd (UK), Slovenský plynárenský priemysel, a.s. (SPP) (SK), Swiss Association of Gas
Industry (CH), Swissgas (CH), Total S.A. (FR), VNG AG - Verbundnetz Gas AG (DE)
* Associate Members
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